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SUBJECT: INITIAL SOVIET REACTION TO SUMMIT 

1. HEAVY CENTRAL PRESS COVERAGE OF SUMMIT EVENTS HAS 
CONTINUED FOLLOWING PRESIDENT'S DEPARTURE. AUTHORITATIVE 
COMMENTARY EVALUATING RESULTS HAS NOT YET BEGUN TO APPEAR. 
SELECTED EXCERPTS REPRINTED FROM FOREIGN COMMENTARY INDICATES, 
HOWEVER, THAT SOVIETS ARE SUFFICIENTLY SATISFIED WITH AGREE- 
MENTS REACHED TO STRESS CONCRETE RESULTS OF SUMMIT OVER GENERA 
SUEFULNESS OF SUCH MEETINGS AS MAIN CHANNEL OF BILATERAL 
CONSULTATION, THOUGH LATTER CONCEPT RECEIVES FAIRLY GENEROUS 
PLAY AS WELL. 
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2. JULY 4 PRAVDA AND IZVESTIYA DEVOTE BETTER PART OF FRONT 
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AND SECOND PAGES TO SUMMIT EVENTS AND TO TEXTS OF COMMUNIQUE 
AND ABM PROTOCOL. JULY 5 PRAVDA CARRIES TTB TEXT AND PROTOCOL 
AND JOINT STATEMENT ON USE OF THE ENVIRONMENT. PRAVDA ALSO 
CARRIES FRONT PAGE COLUMN OF LETTERS TO THE EDITOR PRAISING 
CPSU PEACE PROGRAM IN SUMMIT CONTEXT AND EXTOLLING BENEFITS TO 
BE GAINED FROM SCIENTIFIC AND OTHER COOPERATION WITH U.S. 

JULY 4 IZVESTIY A AND JULY 5 PRAVDA CARRY EXTENSIVE EXCERPTS 
FROM PRESIDENT' S REPORT TO THE NATION, OMITTING REFERENCES 
TO CONTINUING WESTERN NEED FOR A STRONG NATO BUT INCLUDING HIS 
STATEMENT THAT IT IS AN "IMPERATIVE NECESSITY" TO MAKE PROCESS 
OF DETENTE IRREVERSIBLE. 

3. ANTI-AMERICANA IS NOTABLY ABSENT EVEN IN ARMY DAILY RED 
STAR. WHICH REPLACES USUAL "AMERICAN" WITH "FOREIGN" 

IN STORY ON TROOPS IN ICELAND. SUMMARIES OF FOREIGN PRESS WHICH 
APPEAR IN JULY 4 IZVESTIYA AND JULY 5 PRAVDA BOTH CONDEND, 
HOWEVER, THAT SOME PRESS OBSERVERS IN U.S. ARE ATTEMPTING 
TO BELITTLE AND PLACE IN DISTORTED PERSPECTIVE CONCRETE RESULTS 
OF SUMMIT IN ARMS CONTROL. 

4. IZVESTIYA FOREIGN EDITOR GRIGORYANTS CONFIRMED DURING JULY 

4 SPASO HOUSE RECEPTION GENERAL SOVIET SATISFACTION WITH SUMMIT 
RESULTS, BUT NOTED HIS OWN FEELING THAT MORE IN ARMS CONTROL 
COULD PERHAPS HAVE BEEN ACHIEVED HAD NOT THE PRESIDENT'S 
DOMESTIC DIFFICULTIES LIMITED HIS FREEDOM TO NEGOTIATE IN THIS 
AREA. OTHERS AT RECEPTION MADE SAME LINKAGE. IN THE MAIN, 

SOVIET COMMENTS AT SPASO HOUSE WERE POSITIVE, AS EXPECTED. 

SEVERAL SOVIETS TOOK PARTICULAR RELISH IN FACT THAT U.S. 

CRITICS OF SUMMIT HAD BEEN CONFOUNDED. GRIGORYANTS TOOK MORE 
CAUTIOUS APPROACH; HE SAID MAJOR IZVESTIYA COMMENTARY ON SUMMIT 
WOULD PROBABLY AWAIT A WEIGHING OF U.S. PRESS REACTION. 

5. SOVIET TURNOUT AT JULY 4 RECEPTION WAS HEAVY, WITH 
DEPUTY PRIME MINISTERS KIRILLIN AND ARKHIPOV TOPPING LIST. 

THIS IS A COMEDOWN FROM LAST YEAR, WHEN FIRST DEPUTY PRIME 
MINISTER (AND POLITBURO MEMBER) MAZUROV WAS RANKING GUEST. 

WE DOUBT THAT ANY SLIGHT WAS INTENDED THIS YEAR; WE WERE TOLD 
BY MFA JULY 1 THAT KIRILLIN WOULD BE RANKING SOVIET. A 
POSSIBLE EXPLANATION OF ABSENCE OF POLITBURO MEMBER MAY BE 

A POLITBURO MEETING JULY 4. WE HAVE NO CONFIRMATION THAT SUCH 
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A MEETING TOOK PLACE, BUT IT SEEMS LOGICAL IN VIEW OF CONCLUSION 
OF SUMMIT PREVIOUS DAY AND OF FACT THAT THURSDAYS ARE OFTEN 
POLITBURO MEETING DAYS. 

STOESSEL 
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